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MEMORANDUM For the Ybediiy Scien ide; re debrtuei “i “i Ee panereiagheam 
with the ‘Hydro-Electric Rewer’ ‘Cements ion, - 


ga vo 27th, 1920, I was eaneba to meet Sir Adam Beck 
at his ietieer’ and found him there in company with Mr. Lueas and 
Ur, Gaby, Sir Adam asked me to undertake the editing of The 
Bulletin and to do other publicity work as might be required, He 
offered me $250, a month. I considered the salary inadequate. but 
accepted the position because I was anxious to remain in Toronto 
where my spare time could be profitably used in "sidelines" and 
because I thought that it was a good thing to be comnected with a 
large and growing organiztion. I expected, of course, that the 
appointment would be of a permanent nature, and a week after my 
appointment I declined to ecomsider an offer to accept the editor- 
ship of a large Ontario daily HAWEPSPOTs’ 


fen days after that offer was dcolined sir enna tuto med. 
me that there was a confliét of opinion between the Commission 
and the ergineers over The Bulletin and that it might not be 
possible to retain me in the service, | Meanwhile I prepared a plan 
of continuous newspaper publicity and submitted it for consideration, 
It was approved and I remained in the service -— bat still ona 
temporary basis, 


“The plan was as follows: ‘The thirty-eight daily newspapers 
in Ontario were arranged in four groups} forty weekly newspapers 
with a circulation exceeding 2,000 each were arranged also in four 
groups. I undertook to supply two signed articles per month for 
each group, which made 16 articles per month, and gave every con- 
siderable paper in the province an excludive article every two weeks, 
These articles averaged about 500 words each; © Once a month they 
were sent out in manuscript, the typing being done by Miss Keating's 
Department. Once a month they'went out in stereotype mats and plates, 
at an average cost of about $65, The mechanical work was done by 
The Woodstock Sentinel-Review at a very moderate fate, The 
total outlay for mechanical processew did not excéed $800, a yoar, 

I iets my own office and did not even have a desk in the Hydro 
orf Ce, 


As to the nature of these articles, I had only one instruc- 
tion from the Chairman -— that I was not to use his name. It 
was understood that I was to deal in general with the organization 
and progress of the institution, For a few weeks all articles were 
sent to the Chairman for his approval. Then he turned over the task 
of reading’ them to the other Comm’ og ionewe Mir. Lucas and Col.- 
Carmichael, 
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Nothing went out without the approval of two Commissioners, 

One one occasion exception was taken in the Legislature to 

one of these articles... I had a conference with Sir Adam and 
Col. Carmichael and assured them that I would write nothing of an 
enbarrassing nature, I did not touch on the Radial issue -— 
Since there was a difference of opinion on it -- and confined 
myself to a discussion ef the Power Systems, their financial 
organization, the method of rate-making, the comparison be- 
tween Hydro rates and the rates of Power Companies here and in. 
the United States, the various campaigns of hostility organized 
by fviends of the corporations, coal-saving and other economic 
advantages of the Hydro, and Immicipal Owmership in general. A 
complete file of dad articles ean be found at the Head Office. 


or handled in ‘sdvertising cneihiane for the Commission 
when the Balance Sheet.of the Niagara Syxtem was printed in all 
Dailies, and last year I supplied the Canadian Press with a 
series of weekly articles summarizing the operating reports of 
all the more important municipalities, . 


bent a month ago iir, Ramsden met me on the street and 
said that he and Col, Carmichael did not want to be bothered 
reading the special articles. He said that when he mentioned 
the matter in the Board, Sir Adam said “If you are not satisfied 
why not let Middleton out?" | Evidently they were agreed, for 
a few days later Ir. Pepe wrote me terminating the engagement, 


I am not willing to lie under the implication that the 
service was ineffective. During July and August of last year 
I kept track of the number of Specisl Articles used in the various 
newspepers and sent the report to Col. Carmichael. The average 
every two weeks during the period mentioned was 96 inches, er 
1,344 lines. The average display advertising rete in dailies 
vand weeklies used is 10¢ a line, Reading matter is invariably 
charged for at double the display rate. The space value of the 
material used every two weeks during last summer was $268, If the 
Return was a fair average for the year (and I believe that it was) 
the value of the service to the Commission was yecene a year, 
for which. it paid $3,800, | 


Generally speaking I devoted my mornings to the Hydro 
work and was free to use the afternoons in literary and historical 
activities, For that reason I valued the Hydro connection, I 
consider that the dismissal was without justification. I had no 
political relationships either on one side or the other; the en- 
gagement was a business one, and dismissal without notice and with- 
out @ hearing is something to which I have not been accustomed. 


J. Be Middleton, 
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THE CHAIRMAN: 
MR, MIDDLETON: 


THE CHAIRMAN: 


MR, HANEY: 


THE CHATHMAN: 


THE CHAIRMAN: 


INTERVIEW - AY sont, is" 


peertonenern te ce Se oo 4 


Your. service comes +o an end this month? 
Yes, - : 


What aia. you pay the newspapers? ui . 

A= I paid them nothing except on those two ‘advertising 
ecneeients. Nothing was paid for the use of these articles. That 
was a rather sore touch with some of the mitieliattiia bored refused 
to use them because we would not pay. : ) 


Q - Did they hint they would like to have sane money? 
A ~ Yes... They thought they should have some display 
advertising, . 

Q - Did you have any connection with the radial cam- 
paign? ee usin | 

ne ~ No, ? 

- During the Sutherland Cound ssion did you send anything 
out. about yi re: 

A - I wrote a couple of articles about that time -—- that 
was before the question had erystallized as between the Government 
and the Commission -- before the Sutherland Commission report I 
wrote a series of articles on the nature of the evidence, There 
was an arti¢le about Mr. Gaby's evidence and one or two others of 
that nature. That was the only touch on that subject. 

Q = And after you sent the articles out you sent copies to 
the Commission? 

A = Yes. After the article the manuscript copy came 
back to me, after it was printed, and those manuscript copies were 
turned ever to Mr. Brookes. They have everything except for 
the first two or three, 

Q ~ And have you dealt with this Inquiry Commission in 
your articles? 

A= I have not even mentioned your Commission. 

Q=- I thought there was an article pe which Carmichael 
and Sir Adam did not agree? 


From 2 newspaperman's standpoint the best way to kill the 
prominent men is to leave them alonej 


Is any other matter going out except. what you send out. Does 
any go yet vei : 
- I do not know. e 3 
ed Have you any reason to believe that any other matter is 
going out? 
A-I haven't the slightest idea, I never inquired. I 
have never seen anything, 


When a campaign is going on in a certain lecality is 
there anything sent. out, When the Cornwall campaign was going on 
did you send out articles? 

A ” No. 
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Q=- Do you join forces and go out? 

A.— No, £ have not even been notified thet such a meeting 
was being held. I have never cage a deg meeting since I have 
been there, 

Q ~ Have you any idea as to se reasons re the termination 
of your engagement? 

A.- I haven't, no, except as explained in that letter, © 

t ~ Have you seen any of the Commissioners yet? 

- &=- I have not even seen Sir Adam, I saw Ur. Bope, and 
i told Ss it was an wuifair arrangement, but ig .ney were satisfied 
it was their business,  — 

Q@ - Have you any written instructions from the Comaission? 

A«- No, sir, 

oo -Q@ = Have you ove copies yourself of what you have sent 
out? 

A» No, Six. I thought that filing wee sufficient, ‘but 
thase could be obtained from My. Brookes.» 

Q - Did you have vany canara or wer the Commission from 
time to be 

- Very very He Lehn, ein in case of complaints, I would 
go for ware without seeing any of the Commission, — 
Qn You did unt get wuggestions as to wnt Poumon a write 


about? 
- No, msir, 
q ~ Did you write notes that appeared in the Ryaro 
Bulletin? 
A4-~ I have never written a line for the Bulletin, 
ahd - Who writes the Bulletin? 
- Ido not know, : 
rae Do you inow, Mrs Bower? 
ER, BOWER: I imagine ur. Whites 
UR, Re A. ROSS: Wt is a technical things It is written by the engineers; 
a little propaganda with regard te stoves and that sort of thing but it 
is all technical stuff. Of course there are signed articles, 
MR. GREGORY: Would you write any of the advertisements? 

A =- Only the big ones ef which I spoke. I wrote an Ad. 
for the Galt Beporter, I think it’ was last fall some time. ‘That 
was the only thing of that nature, : : 

Q ~ What papers are you engaged on? 

_ A = I am not engaged on any at the present time. For the 
past two years I have been writing an elaborate history of Toronto 
for the Thompson Publishing Company, New York, and occasional 
literary articles to the New York magazines and Toronto mgazines, and 
I have had no connection with the newspapers except for that, 

Q =- Did you have any connection with the Ontario Municipal 
Association? 

4- No, sir, 

MR. J. Aw ROS: Where did you got your maar ean on which you based your 
articles? 


A - From the officials; from Mr, Pierda and Mr. Gaby and 
Mr. Jeffrey of the Power Commission, 
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Q = Did you have any packeround or information or 
knowledge about Hydro before you undertook this work? 

A - Nothing at all; I came in as a new man, 

Q = And they gave you what they thought they wanted 
covered? 

A= No, it wes hardly that way. When an article would be 
written it would be questioned, Some “objection would be made to 
a certain article as not being the fact. “Mr, Pierion would have 
these facts, or ‘Bomeone else, and I would get the facts cleared 
in that matter, I went very closely into ‘the Annual Reports 
and got pretty clear facts from them, 

Q = But your copy was passed by the Commission who gave you 
the information and in that way they guided? 
vot A = They were signed articles, signed by me and not ex- 
pressing anyone's views but my own, I made my own subjects and 
inquired from them about certain facts I was not clear about. 

They were my views as far as I was able to discover, 

Q=- I can't accowmt for the fact that they should dis- 
continue 3 campaign which is a free campaign and amounts to a 
colum a week or every two weeks. If a private canpany got a 
colum a week for nothing they would take it and never let go of 
it. It not only is very much better than display space, for which 
we pay, but it is free, It is the best stuff you can possibly 
buy and I can’t Ree why they discontinued it. What is your om 
idea? ) 

A - ly own idea is, perhaps — at least Sir ddam told 
me — I have no right to say this -- but once or twice he said, 

“I don't see many of those articles in the papers," and only fran © 
that I judge he may have thought they were not getting as much as 
they should get. «I have no other reason to think -- and it is 
because of that suggestion fmm him that I traced it up @ couple 
of months just to see what would happen. 

Q = Still that would hardly be a regzson on his part for 
discontinuing it? 

A = No, 

Q = Any$hing at all would be better than nothing, If 
they had a column or two columns a week that would be better than 
nothing? 

A = Yes, 

THE CHAIRMAN: gre articles were those objected to in the Legislature? 

A- 1 think they had reference to the earlier campaigns of the 
Chairman; "t am not positive, I camnot recollect the exact article, 
It was referred to by Mr, Dewert anid read, and same objection was 
taken to it. Any way the Goverment thought they would be em- 
berrassed if they would have to explain at article like that. ey 
can't give you the trend, 


THE CHAIRMAN; You said sbjection ws taken from time to time? 
A= Por example, some statement might be made that was at 
variance with the facts Tegarding the financial organization, or 
something of that sort, and there would be a query at the side, "You 
had better see Mr, Pierdon" or Mr, So-and-so, 
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MR, HANEY: ‘Phat was'done before the article appeared? 
As = Yes. 


THE CHAIRMAN: You mentioned some objection WAS, taken, was this after the 
articles were published? 
A = No, not after they were published, only one, that was 
the one in the Legislature, | ‘No objection was. taken to it by’ 
the Commission and I think even Colonel Carmichael was satisfied, 
Q - Did the Colonel read them all for a while? 
“A = That is for him to say; I camnot say. I kmow they came 
pack 0,K, An institution as large as thenHydro should have a 
ol beat publicity. department just as any SHORE OA of its size, 


MR, ee ‘i ROSS: And puy their space? 


A = Buy some space, 
MR, cai Do you think it is necessary when they are a monopoly? 


A= It may not be necessary except that it is a public 
institution and the people have a right to know what is going on, 


MR, HANEY: That is’ your view? 
PHENC HATRMAN s It would be educative? 
A Yes. 
MR, J. A, ROSS: And it costs money for newspaper display. This news, 


which is live news to everybody is also advertising and they should 
be paid for it? 

4&4 =- I don't see where they should be paid for all of it, 
but I should say that at regular intervals there should be some such 
expense as was incurred with reference to the balance sheet -- to 
print at certain intervals some advertising to keep the newspapermen 
satisfied, 


MR. de Ae ROSS: You would pay for as much as was necessary to get the bal- 
ance free? 
A - Yes, that is the idea, 
Q - In what papers did you publish the balance sheet? 
A » All dailies in Ontario and the Montreal Gazette, 
The Weeklies complained, but they did not get any advertising, 


MR. J. A. ROSS: From the knowledge er the study of Hydro matters which 
you must have made would you say that it was necessary to have an estab 
lished medium ef publicity to enable the people to realize what 
Hydro is doing and to get a better picture of what Hydro'ts real 
object? 

A- I should think so, My view about it is that the 

general publitity about Hydro affairs is fragmentary and spasmodic; that 
the information comes out in the course of political or industrial 
speeches; perhaps some member of the Coumission, or saneone else, 
and there is no definite, steady feeding of news to the public, and 
very often that information that does go out is clouded by some side issue 
or perhaps by sane subject on which the people are very strongly di- 


aw ‘dest 219 my 
“yeas, a sich 


1YSMAT 


nom B28 ye Lge Le scope spore se ae " 880 eae 3 
avolle yest bra peta vhs oale @f @ 


efi 20 Ile wt biaq 90’ bi . fe 
as e002 Boing bith aat pe at 


Mi pettaiaa 


“a ik tego nines te sh Sg | 18808 ok it 
3 feort Sorte 
3 -wtebh oto ak decd jaat ~ A ees 
‘Som nosed ane fa bidoy, soy bih aragea dat ME > 2 
,ottesm) Isentnel eld one oftete® mi aoilssh af: oma oie 
F csarpoil suing esa eg bis va wenn od — wehatonto 


oH 


AU 


«HM 


oH 


eas dary at $i trode woty at 68 sched Bieta is “ ) | 

sacl t rolhoresya bite. 7g jay ee ad SERS ong. dota % ue 2m oro 
£10 Laon, log. Lad beagle dona ae ao ROIs 0 0 | 

Sms okidue ood me ret 20. ibeot yhsota “goth, Pas ‘on a ian ee 

aak obia ame yd bebyolo ai #xe os: abo Sault mobtecote: taikt x ae 

~ib ylyaorta prov ote elqooy ott Motte wo toetdue en wel wi Ai le saad | 


vided, and there is no advantage in putting it out in that way. 


MR. J. A. ROSS: | ‘Do you think it is possible to tell ina simple way to be 
intelligible to the average readers the Hydro story; take for in- 


stance the financial features, 


ean you get 


A- I dealt with it 


PHE CHAIRMAN: oY. 


the story over to the publ 


course you were an advocat 


an impartial critic? 
4 - Perhaps not. I believed that the Hydro was a good. in- 


stitution and I considered s 


Province e 


My sympathies were with 8 


the sinking fund, ete,, How nearly 


ie through the Press? 


and I thought I delivered the story, 


e@ of the Hydro. You were not 


ir Adam Beck did a good deal for the 


ir Adam and the Hydro, and 


while I have never been a politician, still I have had enough ex- 


perience in: 


politics to know that ther 


- should leave alone, 


e were some things which I 
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